No.250

Minutes of Board Meeting
Apr. 06 (13 former and new board members and 2 observers)
Subjects: *Report from each group

e === : *Agenda for Annual General Meeting
o Asaka-area International Society Information
htFp://aileSQ.hp-ez.com ) *We participated in Kurome River Embankment Cleanup
m Chairperson : Akiko Suzuki On March 25 (Sun.), eight AIS members participated in the

cleanup under the slogan, “Let’s clean our home town’s
river”. Things such as empty cans, plastic bags, and bulky

May Schedule 10:00—-12:00 items such as broken bicycles and mattresses were picked up
from among the green grasses. Thank you for those who
Date Subject Place participated.
May 11 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center *The cultural exhibition was held on March 16.

Many works were collected and exhibited on that day. We

1F Shiikaishitsu could catch a glimpse of members’ hidden talents. We heard

May13 (Sun.) Travel Talk on Nepal Community Center stories about the exhibited items. Moreover, we got to taste
some of the foods, such as bread and cookies. There's an old

2F Gakushashitsu . . . .
Japanese saying, "Hana yori dango," which means "Pudding
May 18 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center rather than flowers." But in this exhibition, | got to enjoy both.
2F Gakushashitsu It was exciting to see photographs of our youth. We were
Board Meeting able to immers ourselves in nostalgia. Thankfully, we were
May 25 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center able to successfully carry out such an exhibition. We are so

o grateful to all of you for your cooperation.
1F Shikaishitsu *0On April 20, our Annual General Meeting was held with the

o n? attendance of 40 members. Our new chairperson is Ms. Akiko
Wha+ IS Nepal llke * Suzuki. The previous fiscal year’s activities were reported and

- we talked about this year’s budget and activities.
In February, three AIS members visited Nepal. Aol e ftydycuie s Yoyl i fiiorbylint- ooty phvdysh SR

Ms. Beena Rijal of AIS guided them and they visited her home in Representative’s greetings Akiko Suzuki
East Nepal. Let’s listen to their story about Nepal and see pictures

from their trip! Bring your family and friends. AO

Date & Time: May 13 (Sun.) 14:00-15:30 o\
Place: Community Center 2F Gakushashitsu ‘Q?O
Admission: Free

Inquiries: Ms. Regine Maeda

been with AIS for 7 years now. International exchange involves
mutual understanding among peoples from various countries.
This is what | learned here in AlS. | would like everybody to be

smiling here in AlS. For this reason, | would like to make every

effort to reduce any difficulties that foreign members

-Tell us your requests, impressions or ideas you came up with while learning Japanese.

Watching Japanese dramas on TV and singing Japanese songs in karaoke are effective./ | want people to talk to me in Japanese rather than in my
own language./ | often exchange mails with fellow AIS members on my cell phone. | want them to correct mistakes in my mails./ | want to make
friends with mothers of my child’s friends, but it takes courage to talk to them./ | can learn from the book alone, but | need a partner for
conversation practice./ When | receive a phone call from a salesman, | don’t hang up immediately; instead, | take it as an opportunity for
conversation practice./ | ask a lot of questions to a store clerk at a supermarket./ | was advised to watch a series of drama, as it’s good for learning
daily conversations./ Please use easy words as if speaking to a child when you talk to a first-time foreign visitor to AlS./ Explanation of the meaning
of a kanji gets me interested in understanding./ | learned how to cook Japanese dishes by watching cooking programs on TV and cooking
demonstrations at a supermarket./ Filling out official documents is difficult. There are many difficult words and | need somebody’s help./ In
telephone conversations, | feel uneasy because | don’t know whether | am well understood as | can rely only on voice./ | couldn’t find a word used in
a conversation in the dictionary./ | had a part-time job at a department store and it helped me to learn correct Japanese./ The “Minna no Nihongo”
text-book is easy to understand, but I'd like to know Japanese people’s daily life, too. It’ll make it easy for me to gain entry to the Japanese society./ |
want to study not only by using a text-book, but also by conversation./ Please use words that are easy for children, too./ From a beginner: | want to
be able to ansxer easy questions. From middle-level learners: | can read and understand, but | cannot talk. | want to talk freely in the chatting table.
From high-level learners: | want to study grammar./ | want to do a group-study, as it is fun./ | can study grammar on my own, so | want to practice
conversation./ | want to have a teacher who doesn’t know my mother tongue, and speaks only Japanese./ | want to mingle with AIS members
outside the regular activity time, too./ I've gained conversation skills, but writing is difficult. | want to be able to write./ Touching on private matters
may be difficult to deal with, but | want to be able to easily consult with other people about anything./ | recommend to take a part-time job. If you
don’t understand Japanese, you cannot work well. Naturally, you study very hard and it’s a good way to study./ If your study focuses on
conversation, don’t just talk for talking sake. Ask your partner to explain about new words and grammar in detail./ Forget your mother tongue, and
surround yourself with Japanese people. Making Japanese friends is important, too./ | want to study on a one-on-one basis./ | want to study with
other students under one teacher./ | want to come to AlS everyday./ Making Japanese friends improves your conversation skills.
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Hello, everyone. | am Suzuki, the new AIS representative. | have

.F————
New Members: | AIS’s Website has changed } encounter in their lives in Japan. Moreover, | hope that they
’ i1 New Address=>http://ais1989.hp-ez.com will participate in many activities as well as study Japanese.
Ms. Lihua Guo (China) i i | We'll update our news and blog regularly. | Let's hav<.-:- a good time together. | do appreciate your daily ,‘7:”
) i Please visit our site! | cooperation. Thank you. ]
Ms. Sang Myong Lee(Korea) i | I o ;& ) 22—
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——\B\ HOUI SHALL UIE OVERCOME LANGUAGE PROBLEMS? (Part 2)
%\:/\6\6\% (AIS event for promoting international understanding on Feb. 2)
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