
Congratulations!!  

     Ms. Sylvia Yamamori had a baby girl.  
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  March Schedule       (10:00-12:00) 

Mar. 7 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table 

 

(Board Meeting 13:00～16:00 

Community Center 

1F Gallery 

2F Bikōshitsu)  

Mar. 14 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table 

 

Community Center 

1F  Shūkaishitsu 

Mar. 28 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table 

 

Community Center 

2F Ongakushitsu 

*There will be no AIS on March 21 because it is a holiday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   West and East          

Sachiyo Ito (Japan) 

Hello, I am Sachiyo Ito. I returned to Japan about two years ago, and then I 

became an English tutor. I have lived a long time in the U.S., particularly in 

San Francisco on the West Coast and in New York on the East Coast. I had very 

nice experiences there. The characteristics of the people and also the climate 

and atmosphere there are so completely different. You can enjoy delicious 

cooking from around the world in New York. There is a variety of restaurants, 

but Japanese food is the most popular among them. There are also Japanese 

franchise restaurants such as “Ippudo”, a ramen restaurant chain, so popular 

that there is usually a 2 hour wait. The price is high, more than twice that in 

Japan. One person would on average spend $ 12 plus a tip of $ 3, a total of $ 15 

for a ramen! But the interior is stylish, the service is fast, and the waitresses 

create a pleasurable atmosphere as they call out in Japanese, "Irasshaimase!"  

A car is a necessity in San Francisco, and I purchased a used car. I always 

looked forward to surfing in the coast of Santa Cruz in my free time. In the 

daytime, the skies were always clear and blue, and at night, I saw many 

beautiful stars. Perhaps because the climate is warm, the people of the West 

coast are calm and gentle. I felt the great difference between the East Coast and 

the West Coast, even in the same continent. 

I would like to make use of the experiences I’ve had up to the present. I want to 

help in the English education of Japanese children. I was helped by many 

people in the U.S. I also want to give something back to the foreigners who are 

working hard in Japan and I want to get along well with those people. I realized 

while living in the U.S. that Japan is a great country. 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of Board Meeting 

Feb. 7 (8 board members and 1 observer) 

 *Schedule and report from each group   

*About the 25th anniversary event 

*Preparation for the General Meeting 

*Y. Itoh attended the Nihongo-kyoshitsu-renrakukai along the Tojo line. 

Information 

*Study Group: “Let’s Think about Japanese Language” 

Date: Mar. 14 from 9:00 to 9:50 

 

 

International Exchange 

Alatan Cimuge (Inner Mongolia) 

Recently, the Chinese people have often been holding anti-Japan 

demonstrations to protest against the issues of the visit to the Yasukuni Shrine 

and the Senkaku islands.  They also protest against domestic problems and 

government policies.  Come to think of it, those protests are only on the surface 

and these demonstrations are, in most cases, caused by the lack of mutual 

understanding.  Whenever a demonstration is held, I ask friends of mine living 

in China about the situation.  It seems to me that people who have visited 

Japan tend to regard Japan as their friend and those who haven’t visited Japan 

feel hostile toward the country.  If they do not have any connection with Japan, 

like having Japanese friends or having used some Japanese products, they 

would most likely join such demonstrations without giving too much thought 

about their reasons for joining.  My friend in Shanghai said, “I think people 

joining such demonstrations must have no relation with Japan.”  His remark 

impressed me a lot. 

Then a demonstration was staged in China last year, a young woman 

interviewed on the spot in China answered boldly and fearlessly on TV news 

that if people had some experience in visiting Japan, ten out of ten persons 

surely would like Japan.  I really agree with her. 

I once had a chance of having a meal with a Chinese researcher in Japan.  

What touched me the most among a variety of topics was the story of his first 

visit to Japan.  “When I visited Japan for the first time in 1990, I felt very 

uneasy.  However, I was very surprised to find a big difference between the 

image of Japan I had had in my mind until then and the real Japan before my 

eyes.  I became too confused to think about anything.  After my return to 

China I was determined to change my mind completely about Japan.  Taking 

every chance since then, I have been travelling between China and Japan,” he 

said. 

The things I mentioned above are only a few examples.  I have experienced 

various types of international exchange since I came to Japan, and I think that 

mixing with the local people and joining international exchanges like those in 

AIS are really important.  I believe anyone who has participated in AIS 

activities even once will not feel hostile toward Japan.  We can have exchanges 

with people coming from other countries in various forms from through some 

government policies, including exchange of technical skills. But I think that the 

most fundamental thing is to understand each other’s feelings. 

 Regardless of nationality everyone has a heart.  I always think that having 

sincere exchanges with people from various countries greatly contribute to 

world peace.  

ひらがなニュース 
Asaka-area Internat ional Society 

http://ais1989.hp-ez.com 

Chairperson : Akiko Suzuki  

Tel : 090-6483-7034 http://ais1989.hp-ez.com 
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