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1 Minutes of Board Meeting

I June 6 (9 board members and 1 observer)

[y (l’
July Schedule %  10:00-12:00
Date Subject Place

July 4 (Fri.) Japanese/ Community Center
Chatting Table 2F Gakushushitsu

July 11 (Fri) | Japanese/ Community Center
Chatting Table 2F Ongakushitsu
(Board Meeting 2F Jidoshitsu

13:00~16:00)

July 18 (Fri) | Japanese/ Community Center
Chatting Table 2F Gakushushitsu

July 25 (Fri) | International Community Center
exchange Bon-odori | 2F Recreation Hall

*Report from each group
*AIS 25t Anniversary events

Information

*AIS held the 25% Anniversary opening ceremony on Friday, June
20.

Thank you to all the people who attended the ceremony.
*AIS is also going to participate in Saika-sai Festival this year
which will be held on August 27 (Sat.) and 3™ (Sun.) as water
suppliers to Naruko dancers. We are recruiting anyone who can
participate in it.
*Study group: “Let’s Think about Japanese Language”

Date July 11 Fri.) 9:00 — 9:50

Welcome to AIS! | New Member:

Ms. Huong Nguyen Thi (Vietnam)

Give Your Hand, Receive a Friendship

AIS honorary member Keiko Imaki (Japan)

25 years ago, we gathered together with Ms. Maureen, our New
Zealand English teacher and her foreign friends. They told us that
they had a hard time in Japan bringing up their children and
shopping because of the differences in manners and customs.

AIS, our present international exchange group, was established
with the purpose of promoting friendship and deepening mutual
understanding through doing what we can do for foreign members
as well as learning various things from them.

We became good friends while teaching them Japanese in the
classroom and learning each other’s culture and cooking.

“Give your hand, receive friendship” is the basic principle of AIS.
We have been taught a lot of things for 25 years directly by people
from various countries; we are still in contact with members who
returned home.

Now furious battles among countries are occurring all over the
world.

That’s the very reason why activities like what we do in AIS are
becoming more important, that is, we get along well with each
other regardless of our nationalities and national circumstances.

Besides the regular hours, a lot of members support foreigners
who cannot come to AIS on Friday. I am also impressed by
“Hiragana News” which has been constantly issued for 25 years.
T'm really happy to celebrate the 25" anniversary of AIS

foundation with our members.
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International Exchange Bon-dance
Let’s dance “Bon-odori” together!!
You can learn how to dance Bon-odori and try wearing yukata
(Japanese kimono).
Date & Time: July 25 (Fri.) 10:00~12:00
Place: Community Center 2F Recreation Hall
Please come at 9:30 who want to try on yukata.
Lecturer: Ms. Masaho Gojo
Members of dance group “Wakaho-kai” will dance
with us.
Things to bring: yukata set if you have.

Everyone can attend. We are waiting for many people’s

participation.
Please apply to Junko Saito by July 18 (Fri.)
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My First Impression of “Japan"
Shikha Badoni (India)

I am Shikha Badoni from “India”. I came here in March, 2014.

I like here because people are very helpful, polite and supportive.
Roads are neat, and people follow traffic lights. They also help you
with the way when confused. Everything is well organized, like the
process of disposing garbage.

It has also given me the opportunity to learn a new language
which is good for my personal growth. I joined AIS in April and the
best thing about AIS is that people here are very warm. They
embrace you whole-heartedly.

I am trying to learn Japanese and hope it improves with time. I
have made few friends here and want to be fluent in Japanese as
soon as possible, so I could mingle with others really well. I also like
the city very much as everything is nearby and well connected.

I wish I could spend a significant amount of time here.



