
Minutes of Board Meeting     (Jul. 11) 

   (8 Board members and 4 observers) 

＊Schedule and report from each group   

＊Review of the opening ceremony of 25th  

   anniversary project.  

＊ Planning of  Educational Classes I & II for International  

     Understanding 

 

Information 
＊Teaching Japanese to beginners:  

                                        Sep. 12th (Fri.) 9:00 to 9:50 

       <For better international exchange> 

＊Nov. 28th (Fri.) : Event for 25th anniversary of AIS, 

    Day trip sightseeing bus tour (Members 

    and affiliates only):Please contact Miura   

  Email : ais1989@hotmail.co.jp 

    Application period: Sep. 1st (Mon.)– Sep. 26th (Fri.) 

    Further details will be announced later 

  Date                Subject                                  Place                  
 

Sep.  5   Japanese/Chatting Table   Community Center  

  (Fri.)               2F Gakushūshitsu 
 

Sep.12   Japanese/Chatting Table   Community Center  

  (Fri.)                                                  1F Gallery  

                                Board Meeting   2F Bikōshitsu 
 

Sep.19   AIS Event (Open school)  Community Center  

  (Fri.)   Educational Class I for      2F Ongakushitsu 

          International Understanding                
              

Sep.26   Japanese/Chatting Table   Community Center  

  (Fri.)                                                  1F Shūkaishitsu 

 

 

New Members 
Mr. Odai Tareq Mohsin Alani(Iraq) 

Ms. Hong Xia Lan (China) 

Ms. Aya Shu (China) 
 

          Event   Sep. 19th (Friday)    

Educational Class I for International Understanding  

  

What is international exchange ?  

 What is multicultural symbiosis ? 

Let’s think about it together ! 
  

Let’s think about  cozy local communities together with 

foreigners 

  

Lecturer : Mr. Toshihiko Yamane 

Participation fee : Free 

Please feel free to contact Kato  

ひらがなニュース 
Asaka-area International Society 
           http://ais1989.hp-ez.com 

Chairperson : Akiko Suzuki  

             

 
 

       

 ひらがなニュース 
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 Meeting People 
Yōko Tsurui (Japan)  

 Since I joined AIS, 6 months has passed by. 

 Everybody is always smiling and so friendly. It’s exciting 

and enjoyable to talk with other AIS members. When I was 

a child, I lived in England and Germany for 8 years. In 

Germany I went to an international school. There, I met 

many friends from all over the world. They were very kind 

and nice. I think it was there that I learned how to say 

hello with a smile to a new friend. After I married, 

depending on my husband’s job assignment, I lived in 

Kumamoto, Kanto, and Hokkaido with my family. Also in 

those places, I met many nice friends. Now I have a job, 

helping elderly people in their daily life. I like listening to 

them talking about their past experiences and ideas on life. 

In my life, all the people I have met are my treasure. I like 

people very much. Thank you everyone♡ 
  

Hōshō Satō (China)  

  It has been almost two years since I came to Japan 

and what struck me first was the oppressive summer 

heat. Because I did not like to sleep with the air 

conditioner on all night, I used to have an unpleasant 

night's sleep. Now, we use the air conditioner because 

my husband is sensitive to the heat, while I sleep 

covered in futon. Besides the sweltering summer, I had 

another significant problem. Overwhelmed by the 

speed the Japanese talk in their language, I could not 

go shopping alone fearing that I would not be able to 

understand what people said. Because of this, for the 

first six months, I also could not go out by myself 

because I feared meeting people. I realized that 

something had to be done. Then, following my 

husband's advice, I went to the city office and learned 

about AIS. On my first day at AIS, I felt nervous, but 

everyone welcomed me with a smile and has been 

supportive since then, for which I am incredibly 

grateful. 

 Sometimes, I felt embarrassed upon learning that I 

was unknowingly using the Japanese language spoken 

by men because I copied my husband's way of speaking 

who mainly I talk with. Thanks to the AIS members, 

my Japanese is getting better, don’t you think so? I 

enjoyed a lot participating in events like a cooking class 

and others. What I enjoyed the most among the events 

was the excursion to Kawagoe. 

The following month after I got here, my husband 

took me around major cities like Aso in Kyushu and I 

enjoyed taking a bath in Kakenagashi hot spring (a 

type of hot spring that flows continuously from the 

source). We went to Hokkaido, too. When we were 

driving through a mountain pass during the peak of the 

autumn foliage, to our surprise, a blizzard suddenly 

came and we got 10 cm of snow!! 

In retrospect, we might have faced a dangerous 

situation. 

So much has happened since I came here and I am 

very fortunate to be able to join AIS, which expands my 

world significantly and makes my life easier here. 

  Thank you for being so thoughtful. 

Encounter with AIS 


