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Asaka-area International

Minutes of Board Meeting
Nov. 7 (8 board members and one observer) **

*Report from each group *About next year

Information
*Study group: “Do you meet the learners needs? (Problem of mutual study
IM)” Date: Dec. 5 (Fri)  9:00—9:50

O Http://ai51989.hp-ez.com
ﬂB Chairperson:  Akiko Suzuki
December Schedule 10:00 — 12:00
Date Subject Place
Dec. 05 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center
2F Gakushushitsu
Board Meeting (13:00~16:00) 1F Kaigishitsu
Dec.12 (Fri.) Year-end Meeting Community Center
2F Gakushushitsu
Jisshushitsu
Dec.19 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center
1F Shikaishitsu
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(ﬂ 4 Solo Trip to Hokkaido

E\u/ Toshiko Hayashi (Japan)
I went to Hokkaido by myself for the first time. I had

always wanted to go there. Immediately, after booking the flight

and hotel rooms, I headed for Sapporo, Otaru, and Furano. These
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places are said to be for novices of Hokkaido.

In Furano: I took a day trip tour bus from Sapporo. The feeling of
passing through an open landscape was truly refreshing. In such a
place, it’s better to have some companions to chat about the
landscape with. I knew about “kaitakumin” and “tondenhei” (the
original pioneers and military settlers, respectively, of Hokkaido)
from school textbooks, but I was moved again to learn that their
hard work contributed to the building of the foundations on which
present day Hokkaido has developed. The trees in the mountains
there were more brilliant green than those in Honshu: is it possibly
because of the high altitude?

In Otaru: The port city of Otaru used to be the financial and
business center of Hokkaido before air travel was introduced.
That is why the place has a special ambience, reminiscent of the
past, making it a perfect place for a stroll.

In Sapporo:  I'd love to live in Sapporo. Although Sapporo appears
similar to Tokyo, I was able to relax somewhat. It's because the
people living there seem to be easygoing and relaxed. I was also
struck by their honesty and thoughtfulness.

I suggest that you go on a trip alone at least once. I have traveled
alone in my own country and abroad. It is pleasant to meet and
talk with new people. Next time, I'd like to travel around Hokkaido
by car.

New Members:

Ms. Sabera Sultana (Bangladeshi)
Ms. Enkhmaa Badmaanyam (Mongolia)

*There will be no AIS on Dec. 26 (Fri) and Jan. 2 (Fri).
*AIS will start on Jan. 9 (Fri) next year. On that day we are
planning to hold our New Year’s meeting and exchange of

calendars. Please bring calendars if you have extra ones in your

house.

== Year-end Meeting

We're having our year-end meeting this year.
Let's enjoy together with attractions, competltlon games
between groups and so on. :

Date & Time: Dec.12 (Fri.) 10:00~14:30
Place: Community Center
2F Gakushushitsu

Impressions of International Understanding

Il
Kaori Kin (China)

I took part in an international cultural event I have been looking
forward to. Many members in their beautiful folk costumes came
to AIS. They were gorgeous. As for me, I couldn’t wear my wedding
hankbok (Korean traditional dress), for I couldn’t fit into it
anymore because of my love for Japanese food. So I asked one of
the members to put it on. She looked very beautiful in it. Later, we
enjoyed dancing, and everyone danced very well! Dolls and
beans from various countries were exhibited. I really had
a great time. Next year, I am going to wear a wonderful
costume after getting back into shape. Thank you.
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Tea Break  0.v) %
Artwork Made of Fallen Leaves

There was a time several years ago when autumn leaves were
especially beautiful. I was fascinated by the yellow ginkgo leaves
and various colors of maple leaves. I gathered and dried them for
two or three days. Then, I made bookmarks and cards out of these
leaves and laminated them. Nature’s color is wonderful, and leaves
with some holes made by some insects in them also appear
interesting. How about collecting fallen leaves and make some
artwork out of them?

Hiragana News in English ~ Now. 27, 2014
Editors: J. Yanagi F.Ogawa  Proofreader: B. Kanai
Printed and Posted by : B Group

Publicity Group Leader: J. Yanagi

Receptionist Group Leader: H. Miura




