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 November Schedule              10:00--12:00 
Date Subject Place 

Jan. 9 (Fri.) New Year’s Meeting Community Center 

  1F Gallery  

Jan. 16 (Fri.) Japanese/  

Chatting Table 

( Board Meeting  

13:00～16:00 ) 

Community Center 

  2F Gakushūshitsu  

 

 

Jan. 23 (Fri.) Japanese/ 

Chatting Table 

Community Center 

  1F Gallery  

Jan. 30 (Fri.) Japanese/ 

Chatting Table 

Community Center 

  2F Gakushūshitsu 

 

Introduction to Japanese New Year 

We will enjoy spinning tops, kite flying, and hagoita using 

New Year’s battledore. 

★ If you have any extra calendars, please bring them, as 

we will be exchanging calendars. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nice to meet you ! 

Naoko Kadota(Japan) 

I have lived overseas three times: Brazil, United Arab 

Emirates and China. All three countries have their own 

climates, customs and languages which are different from 

those of Japan. I had never studied Portuguese, Arabic nor 

Chinese. Brazil was the first country where I lived abroad.  

It is located on the opposite side of the world from Japan and 

its time and seasons are totally opposite. I was worried about 

bringing up my child there because she was just eight months  

old. Although I had a lot of difficult times, I had many new 

and interesting experiences. Above all a lot of people helped 

me with raising my child despite the language barrier. Even if 

I couldn’t make myself understood verbally, my feelings were 

understood. However, when I learned their language and 

could communicate with them even a little, I felt so happy. 

I hope that my experience will be of some use for you. 

I am supposed to live in Canada in several years, so I am 

studying English now. Please teach me some tricks and 

information about English learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of Board Meeting 
Dec. 5 ( 7 board members ): 

・Report from each group.  

 ・Surveying for next year’s chairperson 

 

※Nominations for next year’s chairperson will be on January 

9th and the 16th during activity time. 

 

Information 
Study Group: “Do you meet the learner’s needs? (Problem of 

mutual study Ⅳ”     Date: Jan. 16 (Fri.) 9:00~9:50 

 

New Members 
Mr. Singh Sukhbir (India)  

Ms. Kong Qing He (China) 

 

 

 

Appreciating a wonderful trip away from my daily life 

Chun Lin Yang (China) 

The night is so quiet and still that there seems to be no sign of 

life. My husband and children are sleeping. This day trip 

touched me deeply. I felt relaxed and very much enjoyed the 

excursion, because it was a day away from my busy everyday 

life. I usually drop-off my children at the nursery school, work 

hard, think what to prepare for dinner and wonder if I can go 

to fetch them in time. But I didn’t need to worry about all 

these things. I really enjoyed the beautiful scenery. I married 

at the age of thirty, came to Japan, became pregnant, had a 

baby and am now raising my children.  I experienced one 

thing after another. Troublesome life and a lot of differences of 

languages and cultures make each day a very busy one and I 

sometimes feel dazed. On the day of the trip, while 

descending the river in a boat, I could see the bottom of the 

river because the water was so clear.  Maple trees with 

colored leaves and evergreens reflected brilliantly on the 

mountain stream. How wonderful it was making our way 

through it!  Mother Nature is so well harmonized and its 

great energy and life deeply impressed me. I would like to 

thank AIS for giving me such a chance. 

 

 

 

 

( Y. I. ) 

When it comes to the end of the year, I am always busy 

cooking traditional New Year dishes. Although the process of 

cooking taught by my parents is nothing special, I feel a bit  

nervous because New Year’s day comes only once a year. 

“Traditional Culture” sounds like a very special thing for a 

special person. However, New Year dishes of my home could 

be called a small tradition. 

 

 

 

 

ひらがなニュース 
Asaka-area Internat ional  Society 

http://ais1989.hp-ez.com 

Chairperson : Akiko Suzuki 

http://ais1989.hp-ez.com 
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