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February Schedule        10:00 – 12:00 
 

Date Subject Place 

Feb. 06 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table 

  

Community Center 

  2F  Gakushūshitsu 

Feb. 13 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table 

  

Board meeting (13:00–16:00) 

Community Center 

  1F  Gallery  

  1F  Washitsu    

Feb. 20 (Fri.) Cooking (Open School) Community Center 

2F  Jisshūshitsu 

Feb. 27 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table 

 

Community Center 

1F  Shūkaishitsu 

 

Philippine Cooking (Open School) 

Date & Time: Feb. 20 (Feb.) 10:00––12:00  

Menu: Chicken cooked with tomato sauce, 

 shellfish soup and coconut milk dessert 

Demonstrator: Anna Nakata    Fee: 300 yen 

Things to bring:an apron, a head scarf and a dish cloth 

★First 18 applications will be accepted. Please apply to Ms. 

Yoshida  by Feb.13 (Fri.).  

 

 

 

The reason why I joined AIS 

Esteban Miyahira (Argentina)  

This is my third visit to Japan, and I’ve been here since last year in 

March. Before that I stayed here as a contract worker. 

My first visit was from 1989 to 1992, and the second was from 2005 

to 2007. This time I could not decide when I will go back to 

Argentina. So I looked for a Japanese school through the Internet, 

thinking seriously that I needed to learn Japanese. Fortunately, I 

found the AIS web page. I’ve just joined AIS recently, but I felt like 

I've known the AIS members for a long time already. I appreciate 

their kindness. 

 At AIS, I enjoyed learning, not only Japanese but also about various 

cultures of other countries.  Also, I find myself always looking 

forward to the monthly events.  I love to take pictures, so I certainly 

don't  want to miss the AIS' excursions like the one we had to 

Nagatoro the other day. My parents are from Okinawa. Someday, I 

hope I can travel to Okinawa with AIS members. (However, that 

might not be possible, might it?) 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

Minutes of Board Meeting 

Jan. 16 (9 board members)  

*Report from each group   *About surveying next year’s chairperson 

*Consider questionnaire on things AIS members want to do in the next term. 

Information 

*Study group: “Do you meet the learners’ needs? (Problem of mutual study 

V)”  Date: Feb. 13 (Fri.)   9:00 – 9:50 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

AIS is a sunny spot 

Keiko Imaki (Japan)   

Last year, AIS organized many events over 6 months, starting with 

the opening ceremony of its 25th anniversary in June up to the 

year-end meeting in December.  Thanks to those events, I could 

enjoy chatting with former members. 

There were not so many foreigners in this area when AIS was 

founded 25 years ago. In those days, there was no Internet and we 

could not avail of the advantages of the Internet like we can do 

today. Therefore, owing to a lack of information, foreign residents 

had a hard time in Japan because of the differences in language, 

customs and lifestyle. So, with members from our English 

conversation class and our English teacher, we started to help 

them adjust to life in Japan, based on the advice from foreigners 

who were already involved in an international exchange group in 

Tokyo. At AIS we could make a lot of friends with foreigners while 

teaching them Japanese At the same time we could learn about 

their countries far from Japan and we could get much more 

knowledge than we could from books. I hope that the foreign 

members who have returned to their home countries have gained 

fond memories of Japan and the friends they’ve made here and 

that those memories stay with them for good as well. 

Over the 25 years since AIS was founded, our ideas about how AIS 

should be may have differed in many things. Thus, it must have 

been difficult to keep AIS running smoothly. However, even though 

we disagreed, we have been able to solve problems through 

heart-to-heart communication to clarify “for what AIS is” and “for 

whom AIS exists”. I hope that discussions will continue to be held 

in order to decide the best direction for AIS. Moreover, I hope AIS 

remains a comfortable and social place where friends can meet 

peacefully in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Wishing you a fabulous year! 
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  Welcome to AIS!   

New Members: 

Ms. Kalpana Aryal (Nepal) 

Mr. Bharat Aryal (Nepal) 

 

ひらがなニュース 
A s a k a - a r e a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y 

http://ais1989.hp-ez.com 

Chairperson: Akiko Suzuki 

Tel : 090-6483-7034 h t t p : / / a i s 1 9 8 9 . h p - e z . c o m 
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