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June Schedule 10:00 — 12:00
Date Subject Place
June 05 (Fri) | Japanese/Chatting Table Asaka Library
Shichokakushitsu
June 12 (Fri) | Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center
1F  Gallery
Board meeting (13:00-16:00) 2F Gakushushitsu
June 19 (Fri) | Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center
2F Gakushushitsu
June 20 (Sat) | Music & Dance Event Community Center
(Ethiopia) (Open school) 2F Recreation Hall
June 26 (Fri) | Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center
1F Stkaishitsu

Six months has passed
in the blink of an eye
Reiko Watanabe (Japan)

Time flies. It has been over six months since I joined AIS last

September, and very soon after, I became Ms. Yang's partner. The two
hours with her passes so quickly that I have no time to spare to
memorize the other members' faces and names nor even understand
the AIS system. Recently, though only gradually, I have come to
recognize the other members' faces. I think thatI greatly owe the
publication committee members, who enticed me to get involved in
publishing "Hiragana News" soon after I joined AIS. As aresult, I
could easily come to know the publishing members and I felt free to
ask them whatever question I had. When I talk in my poor foreign
language, I cannot go on talking for longer than thirty or forty
minutes. That is my time limit, because I feel very tired after having
to concentrate for this length of time.
In AIS, non-Japanese members come to or reside in Japan for various
reasons. From my experience, as I mentioned earlier, I feel that for
whatever reasons or circumstances they came to Japan, once they
step outside their homes, they become fully exposed to a
Japanese-speaking environment, causing a sense of tension for them.
Therefore, in the future, I'd like to be of help in giving them some
space to relax or chill out while teaching Japanese.
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Minutes of Board Meeting
May 03 (8 board members and 7 observers)
*Report from each group  *About status of study group
*About name list
Let’s Learn Ethiopian Culture!

Date & Time: June 20 (Sat.) 13:00 to 15:30
Place: Community Center 2F Recreation Hall
Activities: Ethiopian dance and experience, slide show, demonstration of
coffee, etc.
Participation fee: free
Persons-in-Charge: Daniel Nigatu, Noriko Yoshida
Please come and join!!
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New chairperson Hitomi Morita (Japan) ~% e,
Hello everyone, I'm Hitomi Morita, the elected representative this
year. At the beginning of my tenure, I'd like to share my little
experience with you all.
It was a time when I lived in Okinawa, the southernmost
prefecture in Japan. I got to know of an old man there some 17
years ago. My daughter was then a first grader in an elementary
school, and the old man was actually the grandfather of one of her
classmates living in our neighborhood. Children went to school
every morning and they had to cross a busy street. So anxious the
parents and teachers were, they started a project to keep the
children safe from traffic accidents. Mothers and fathers took turns
in standing at the corner of the street and in guiding the children
crossing it every morning. It started as a volunteer work but
gradually became burdensome. Then, as you can easily imagine,
there arose some tension, where some parents began to complain
about the troublesome task and some skipped their turns. The task
took a toll mostly on those who seriously abided by the rules; they
did not only do their own assignments but also covered for those
who skipped their turns. There were many excuses and plenty of
blaming going around. It was quite ugly, really. But there was one
exceptional person, the old man I mentioned earlier. He kept
standing at the corner of the busy street and kept an attentive eye
on the children every morning, day after day. No complaints. No
accusation made against others. He just kept standing there,
smiling at the children, and they smiled back at him. This was the
time when the meaning of the word, 'volunteer ' dawned on me. He
was my mentor. He kept doing it until he passed away at the age of
90. He may no longer be living in this world, but I believe pure
hearts can outlive their mortal bodies. Things sometimes get tough,
and sometimes people become confused about the causes they were
committed at the very beginning and give up. I myself am no
exception. Then I think of him. His great heart is always here in
my heart and reminding me of what really counts. Then I can
carry on again.



