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September Schedule      10:00 ～ 12:00 

Date Subject Place 

Sept. 04 

(Fri.) 

Japanese/ 

    Chatting Table 

Community Center 

2F Gakushūshitsu 

Sept. 11 

(Fri.) 

 

Japanese/ 

    Chatting Table 

Board Meeting 

   (13:00～15:00) 

Community Cente r 

1F Gallery 

 

1F Shūkaishitsu 

Sept. 18 

(Fri.) 

Korean Cooking Class 

(Open School) 

Community Center 

2F Jisshūshitsu 

Sept. 25 

(Fri.) 

Japanese/ 

    Chatting Table 

Community Center 

2F Ongakushitsu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Ethiopia felt sooooo close! 
Mamoru Hayashi (Japan) 

An Open School hosted by AIS, "Let's know 

the Ethiopian culture！" was held on June 

20 at Asaka Central Community Center. 

Ethiopia is located in east-central Africa. It has a population 

of approximately 70 million people and consists of more than 

80 tribes. Their religion is Ethiopian Orthodoxy and they are 

using a unique Ethiopian calendar. 

Its highland has an altitude of 2,300m, and their main food 

is a mineral-rich cereal called injera. They say that the secret 

to the high speed of middle and long distance runners from 

Ethiopia is this food. 

Ethiopia is famous as the birthplace of coffee. Surprisingly, 

their practice of lighting incense and roasting coffee appears 

similar to the Japanese tea ceremony. The coffee was very 

delicious! 

As the finale of the party, all the members participated in 

dancing an Ethiopian dance. 

The dance in which the dancers formed a circle and wore 

bright, luxurious folk costumes was wonderful. 

I thank the event group of AIS and the Embassy of Ethiopia 

for organizing such an enjoyable and meaningful event. 
 

 

 

Minutes of Board Meeting  
July 10 (10 Board Members) 

*Report from each group *About name list 

*About Japanese Study Group 

→Applications were submitted by two groups and approved. 

Each group takes up an original theme. Please attend if 

you’re interested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information 
*On August 1 and 2, Asaka Shimin Matsuri (Saikasai) was 

held and 44 AIS members and their families (including 14 

foreigners) participated as water suppliers.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

*On July 12, Sun., Kadota, Maeda and Itoh attended the 

Nihongo-kyoshitsu-renrakukai along the Tojo line at 

Community Center. 

*Congratulations! 

Hōshō Satō had a baby boy in June. 

Sabera Sultana had a baby girl in July. 

 
How about some durian? 

Eiko Ihara (Japan) 

The King of Fruits, durian is very popular in Singapore. Its 

flesh is available in wrapped packages at any supermarket. 

Also, ice cream and sweets flavored with durian are very 

common. I didn’t have the courage to eat durian because of 

its smell while I was in Singapore. But finally, the day for me 

to try durian arrived!  

When I was going out with a local friend and her family, 

THAT smell came adrift in the air. I looked around and 

found a durian stand, selling packages of freshly cut-on-the 

spot durian. I told my friend that I hadn’t eaten it, and she 

said to me, “Let’s eat it! I’ll help you!” 

Maybe my sense of smell was fooled by the strong smell on 

the spot. I didn’t care about THAT smell any more at that 

point. The texture of durian is described as very creamy and 

the taste as similar to custard cream. I had a portion, and it 

was actually very soft and creamy. But strangely, it didn’t 

have any taste. To my regret, I couldn’t figure out why people 

are so crazy about it. Durian is banned on public 

transportation. My friend and her family finished 

the rest of the durian. 

My stomach was so full till midnight on that day, 

although I had only one portion of durian in late 

afternoon. The local people say that it’s not good 

to have durian with alcohol. Keep that in mind when you 

have a chance to eat durian.  

Hiragana News 

ひらがなニュース 
A s a k a - a r e a  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y 

http://ais1989.hp-ez.com 

Chairperson: Hitomi Morita 

Tel : 090-6483-7034 h t t p : / / a i s 1 9 8 9 . h p - e z . c o m 

 

Hiragana News in English  Aug. 07, 2015 

Editors: E. Ihara, S. Ito  Proofreader: B. Kanai 

Printed and Posted by: B Group  Publicity Group Leader: J. Yanagi 

Receptionist Group Leader: H. Miura  

 

 

Korean Cooking Class (Open School) 

-Easy Home Cooking- 

Date & Time: Sept. 18  10:00～13:00 

Demonstrator: Ms. Kaori Kin 

Menu: Stir fried squid, Korean stew, and etc. 

Things to bring: apron, head scarf, and dish cloth 

Fee: ¥300 

The first 15 AIS members and 5 visitors can attend. 

We’ll accept applications of visitors from Sept. 1st to 10th 

and of AIS members from Sept. 4th to 11th. 

Please apply to Kumiko Yamaki  

①Japanese Study Group(Coordinator: Hiruma) 

Date & time: Second Friday of each month 

 9:00～9:50 starting in July 

                             Next Session: Sept.11 

②Japanese Study Group Poco A Poco 

(Coordinator: Kadota) 

Date & Time: 4th Friday of each month 

           13:00～15:00 starting in September 

                             Next Session: Sept.25 

 

New Member   Fengxia Wang (China) 

 
 

 

 


