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Revisiting the place where I used to live  

                                          Toshiko Hayashi (Japan) 

I went to Europe for the first time in about ten years because I wanted to visit  

Düsseldorf in Germany where I once lived with my family 50 years ago. However, 

I could not remember even the name of the nearest station from my former  

residence in Düsseldorf. Luckily I encountered a nice German family. They had 

been to Japan and they kindly showed the way to the station in detail and besides 

that, they gave me a train ticket!! Thankfully I was able to arrive safely. Even though the area has turned into a typical 

German residential area, the visit brought back many fond memories one after another. I often passed many ethnic groups 

speaking their own languages on the streets. I found out that many people were eating or smoking while walking down the 

streets. (In Japan we don't do that generally. I think this is a different custom.) Because of this, the garbage bins seemingly 

get full quickly. I was overwhelmed by many people who begged and scavenged for food. I wondered where the clean 

Germany I remembered had gone. After that I visited five EU member countries, and I got a similar impression to that of 

Germany. The problem with immigrants and refugees is very difficult to deal with considering the respect for human rights 

in Europe. Japan will follow suit in the near future. I just hope that we are going to get along with them. 

 

Date Activity Place 

March 01 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center 

2F Gakushūshitsu 

March 08 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table 

 

Board Meeting (13:00-15:00) 

Community Center 

1F Shūkaishitsu 

1F Shūkaishitsu 

March 15 (Fri.) Event 

Visiting Kabukiza Gallery 

Kabukiza (Ginza) 

March 22 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center 

1F Shūkaishitsu 

March 29 (Fri.) Japanese/Chatting Table  Community Center 

2F Ongakushitsu 

ひらがなニュース 
Asa ka -a rea  Inter na t io na l  S o c i e ty  

h t tp : / / a i s1 9 89 .h p -ez . c om  

Chairperson: Itoh   

           

 

Hiragana News 
Minutes of Board Meeting 

Feb. 08 (9 board members and 1 observer) 

*Report from each group 

*Deadline of accounting 

*Next term’s role of AIS members 

*About tea corner  *30th memorial event 

*About frequency of event  *Open school 

Information 

*Japanese Study Group ① : 

       March 08 (Fri.) 9:00-9:50 

*Japanese Study Group ② 

 Poko A Poko: No meeting in March.  

*On March 17 (Sun.), cleaning of Kurome 

River embankment will be held. 

 Please cooperate with it. (Miura) 
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Let’s Learn, Look, Touch,  

           And Try Doing!! 

Destination: Kabukiza Gallery        

Date: Mar. 15 (Fri.) 9:30 to 12:00 

 *Please gather at the ticket gate of 

 Asaka St. at 9:30. (Travel expenses from 

Asaka to Ginza is about ¥450. Please pay 

individual travel expenses.) 

 *Please wait in front of Kabukiza at 10:30 

if you want to go directly. 

Entrance fee: ¥300 Please apply by  

March 1st/ 

*There’s no theater viewing.  

*For details, please ask A. Morita 

  

Welcome to AIS!  New members:  

Ms. Akiko Ueda (Japan)  Ms. Yoko Nishitani (Japan) 


