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March Schedule             10:00 – 12:00 

Date Activity Place 

March 06 

(Fri.) 

No Activity  

March 13 

(Fri.) 

No Activity  

Board Meeting (10:00 -12:00) 

 

Community Center 

1F Shūkaishitsu 

March 27 

(Fri.) 

No Activity  

     

  

 

 

 

My experience in learning Japanese 

                                                             Gong Fanhan (China) 

I got started learning Japanese by myself from Kana after I arrived in Japan two years ago. During the 

first year of Japanese life, I spent most of the time learning Japanese grammar and kanji readings. However, I did not have any 

motivation to practice my spoken Japanese and in the end, I couldn’t speak Japanese. On the other hand, I am afraid of chatting with 

unfamiliar people, and the language barrier in Japan aggravated this situation. Therefore, it was significantly difficult for me to take 

action to look for local Japanese to communicate in Japanese. 

Fortunately, this year my passion for studying Japanese was reignited when I began to focus on improving my spoken Japanese 

and chat with local residents. I found there were so many Japanese classrooms in each regional community center, supported by 

Japanese citizen volunteers, which were open to foreign residents. These classrooms are quite convenient and extremely 

cost-efficient platforms to learn Japanese and make friends, therefore housewives like me can benefit greatly from them. 

After further learning Japanese language and culture, I recognized that the discrepancies between Chinese characters and kanji 

as well as Chinese and Japanese culture are greater than what I thought. For example, for a great number of kanji, their meaning 

and word group are quite different from Chinese characters, and these differences can easily lead to misunderstandings of kanji for 

Chinese. In addition, the Japanese language emphasizes on ambiguous and all kinds of polite expressions, the degree of which are 

beyond our understanding. I think that it is an important cause of culture conflict.  

I believe that my trip of learning Japanese is just at the early stage and I will study carefully the beauty of Japanese language and 

culture. 

 

 

 

ひらがなニュース 
Asa ka -a rea  Inter na t io na l  S o c i e ty  

h t tp : / / a i s1 9 89 .h p -ez . c om  

Chairperson: Itoh   

           

 

Hiragana News Minutes of Board Meeting 

Feb. 14 (9 board members and 1 observer) 

*Report from each group  *About member’s fee 

* From JR Kita-Asaka St.  *About QR code 

*About activities of Ori-Paralympics 

Information 

 Considering an epidemic of 

 Coronavirus (COVID-19), AIS is 

 going to suspend its activity  

 temporally beginning from Feb. 28 

 till Mar. 27, 2020. 

 For our April schedule, please  

 visit our HP around the end of 

March 

New Members 

 Mr. Kene Serigme Mbacke (Senegal)   Ms. Tabe Keiko (Japan) 

 Mr Niass Khalifa Ababacar (Senegal)   Ms. Fang Jing Jing (China) 
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