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O Asaka-area International Society

Minutes of Board Meeting
Mar. 09 (8 board members and 3 observers)
*Report from each group

*Examination of handout of

Annual General Meeting

*About membership list

Information

*We will collect the membership fee
for the first half of the year (¥1,500)
on April 6. Please bring the exact

amount of money.

*On Mar. 18, from 9:00 am, 7 AIS

members participated as volunteers

in the clean-up of the Kurome River

embankment. Thank you for your

AIS http://ais1989.hp-ez.com
Chairperson: Shizuyo Goda
April Schedule 10:00~12:00
Date Activity Place
Apr. 06 Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center
(Fri.) 2F Gakushushitsu
Board Meeting of New and | 1F Kaigishitsu
Former Members (13:00-15:00)
Apr. 13 Japanese/Chatting Table Community Center
(Fri.) 1F Gallery
Apr. 20 Annual General Meeting Community Center
(Fri.) 1F Shikaishitsu o
Apr. 27 Japanese/Chatting Table Minami Asaka
(Fri)* Kominkan
Kaigishitsu+Shiryoshitsu

cooperation.
*Japanese Study Group O:

Apr.13 (Fri.) 9:00~9:50
*Japanese Study Group @

*Please pay attention to the venue change on Apr.

... (No Japanese Studies)

. Please attend the Annual General Meeting! *
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Poko A Poko:
Apr.27 (Fri.)12:15~

Welcome to AIS!  (New Members)
Ms. Nguyen Thi Huong (Vietnam)

Ms. Evangelista Luana (Brazil)
Mr. Vo Trvong Vuong (Vietnam)
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Kimihide Shimano (Japan)

I quit a company I had worked at for 33 years and it has been five years since I dived into international

exchange and being an oversea volunteer. In general, international exchange refers to exchange through

sister-cities relationships, international students, and supporting foreigners in Japan. However I also learned

that there are many young people who contribute internationally as overseas volunteers with their own

money. Recently, I got opportunities to teach volunteers about oversea activities before their dispatch, and I

am surprised that the number of high school student participants is increasing. With such encounters, I'm

pleased to be able to think that "The future might be even brighter for us than I imagined.".

When I volunteered in a mountain area in Thailand, I asked a teacher of a university that supports the area

"What is nature?" In a quiet tone, he answered, "I think a religion." I asked again "Why do you think so?",

"Because nature provides places where those who believe in various religions would be able to work together"

he said. It was a moment when I was taught that nature exists as a religion beyond all other religions.
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